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Holy Family 
School will 
not reopen 

MALONE - The families of 
Holy Family School stu
dents, along with faculty 
and staff, were notified 
june 26 that the Catholic 
school would not reopen 
for the 2019-20 school 
year. 

Pastoral leaders of the 
supporting parishes re
quested the closure june 
25. The pastors and pas
torallife coordinator cited 
declining enrollment and 
financial challenges in re
questing the closure. 
FULL STORY, PAGE 5 
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FUN BY IMMERSION 

Father Donald A. Robinson sits in the dunk tank at the 45th StJames Fair, taking the place of Father Christopher J. Looby. 
The duo had a "Pastors Dunk·off."The parish hopes to expand the dunk-off with more pastors next year. 

OUTSTANDING 
TEACHER 

Shannon Margrey from Augustin
ian Academy in Carthage has 
been named the 2019 Outstand
ing Catholic School Teacher for 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg. 

FULL STORY, PAGE 4 

Pope: Christian community a place of welcome 
VATICANCITY(CNS)- To be part 

of a Christian community 
is to belong to a group of 
believers who shun self
ishness and give witness 
to God's love by loving 
and caring for one an
other, Pope Francis said. 

While modern society 
places more importance 
on "one's own interests re
gardless of or even to the 
detriment of others," true 

Christians "ban individu
alism in order to encour
age sharing and 
solidarity," the pope said 
june 26 during his weekly 
general audience. 

'There is no place for 
selfishness in the soul of a 
Christian," he said. "If your 
heart is selfish, you are 
not a Christian; you are a 
worldly person who looks 
only for your own benefit, 

your own profit." 
Prior to taking part in 

the final audience before 
his summer break, to 
avoid the scorching Rome 
heat the pope met indoors 
with pilgrims who are sick 
or have a disability. 

OutSide, continuing his 
series of talks on the Acts 
of the Apostles, the pope 
reflected on the first 
Christian community in 

jerusalem, which was 
comprised of people who 
"felt their hearts pierced 
by the joyful announce
ment" of Christ's salvation 
for all men and women. 

St. Luke's account of this 
community, he said, pro
vides a glimpse of the 
"communion of love" that 
existed and was fortified 
by listening to the apos
tolic teaching, sharing 

their goods with one an
other, taking part in the 
Eucharist and prayer. 

'These are the attitudes 
of a Christian; the four 
signs of a good Christian," 
he said. 

The grace that comes 
from baptism, he added, 
makes "rivalries between 
young and old, men and 
women, rich and poor" 
disappear. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

The impact of an outstanding teacher 
"In my class, you get either 

a zero or a 100," said Mr. 
Childs, my high school 
trigonometry teacher. 

In Mr. Childs' class, home
work assignments typ
ically consisted of 25 
math problems. If a 
student completed the 
assignment and didn't 
get all 25 solved cor
rectly, the student had 
to keep re-doing the 
assignment until every 
error was corrected. 
Mr. Childs' grade book Darcy L. 
reflected a zero for Fargo 
each assignment until 
it could be changed to 
a 100. 

It seemed like a harsh pol
icy. To make matters worse, 
Mr. Childs had a computer 
program that wrote different 
questions for each student. 

You couldn't just copy 
someone else's an
swers to get the as
signment done. 

But there was noth
ing harsh about Mr. 
Childs. He was willing 
to spend any available 
time helping students 
learn the mathemati
cal concepts and 
processes that would 
help them fix their 
mistakes. I fondly re-

member him staying at school 

until nearly 5 p.m. -long after 
he was required to be there -
to help me correct my last un
solved problems on the last 
day of the marking period. 

As I think about outstanding 
teachers, Mr. Childs stands 
out. While I learned a lot from 
his lessons and lectures, I ex
perienced the most growth in 
those moments when I had to 
struggle with the same prob
lems over and over, and in 
those moments when I had to 
reach out for help. 

While I can't say I've ever 
used trigonometry in my day
to-day life, the lessons Mr. 
Childs taught me extended 
beyond math and into all 

parts of my life, including my 
spiritual life. 

I have moments of doubt. I 
struggle with particular sins 
and weaknesses over and 
over. I must often remind my
self that there is growth and 
grace in the struggles. I re
mind myself that I have faith
filled friends and family who 
are willing to help me on my 
journey. I remind myself of 
what I learned from Mr. 
Childs. 

So as we celebrate this 
year's Outstanding Catholic 
School Teacher, let's celebrate 
all the teachers who give their 
time and talents to form 
minds, hearts and souls. 

The Eucharist is about gratitude 
On the day I was ordained 

a priest, so many things 
about my life changed com
pletely. I received many gifts 
through the Holy Spirit. I was 
asked to accept many re
sponsibilities as a priest in 
the Catholic Church. As a 
priest, many activities be
came part of my life -
preaching, teaching, coun
seling and writing, visiting 
the sick and dying, celebrat
ing the sacraments of the 
Church. 

Beyond thiS, the greatest 
gift and opportunity was to 
daily celebrate the Holy 
Mass. More important than 
all the activities, what was al
ways the most important 
was the moment when I cel
ebrate the Mass. 

I do not remember every 
Mass I have celebrated. I do 
believe they were all sacred. 
There are some I do remem
ber. I once con celebrated a 
Papal Mass, which means 
joining the Pope at the altar 
and assisting in distributing 
Holy Communion. That day 
there were nearly 90,000 
people in St. Peter's Square. 

I remember the Mass I cel
ebrated on the celebration of 

'Father Bil~- Say?' 
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Fr. William c. \ll1cnch 

my 50th Anniversary as a 
priest. St. Mary's was filled 
with parishioners, my family 
and so many friends from 
past assignments . It was a 
special day. In addition, I can 
remember many funeral 
Masses, especially of family 
and friends. 

I must mention one other 
Mass. My friend, an experi
enced hiker, Father Philip 
Allen, invited me to accom
pany him on a week along a 
piece of the Appalachian 
Trail in New Hampshire. One 
day, as we hiked along, the 
forest opened right up be
fore us, and I remember 
being able to see all the way 
down the sunny valley. 

Father Allen suggested that 
we take the time to celebrate 
Mass right there on the trail. 
It was a very sacred and spe
cial moment - two priests, 
two friends uniting ourselves 
with the Lord as we cele-

brated Mass together. 
I think of these things 

today since recently the 
Church celebrated the Feast 
of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ. This is an 
important moment in the 
church year to celebrate the 
precious sacrament of our 
faith as Catholics, the Sacra
ment of the Holy Eucharist. 
Traditionally, this feast and 
procession is called in Latin, 
Corpus Christi. 

This feast day is about 
gratitude. The Sacrament of 
the Holy Eucharist is about 
gratitude. Each and every 
Mass celebrated every day in 
every part of the world is 
about gratitude. 

As Catholics, this Blessed 
Sacrament is central to all 
that we are. jesus instituted 
this Blessed Sacrament at the 
Last Supper. Since then, 
whenever we, Catholics, join 
in prayer, we do it best by 
celebrating the Sacrament of 
the Holy Eucharist, as we cel
ebrate our gratitude to the 
Lord. 

The very word Eucharist 
means "thank you." For us, 
our best gratitude is the very 
person of Our Lord jesus, 

who we believe in faith is 
truly present in this Blessed 
Sacrament, Body and Blood. 
Each time we receive Holy 
Communion, we are united 
with Our Lord jesus in a real 
and special way. 

In the Offertory of the 
Mass, I want to remind you 
that we are asked to spiritu
ally place our intentions, our 
cares and concerns, our 
hopes and dreams on the 
altar of sacrifice, as well as 
all those we pray for at that 
Mass. 

Those people who are cho
sen to bring the bread and 
wine to the altar are very 
special people. For they 
bring us all forward, with our 
intentions to be placed on 
the altar of sacrifice. As the 
Mass continues, I and all 
other priests as ordained 
ministers of the Lord are al
lowed to say the very words 
of jesus to consecrate the 
bread and the wine and all 
the cares and concerns, the 
hopes and dreams that each 
one of us has placed on the 
altar. So that we may receive 
them back in Holy Commun
ion, now blessed and conse
crated by the Lord jesus. 
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Bishops strengthen efforts to eliminate abuse 
The Apostolic Nuncio, 

Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre, was not able to join 
the American bishops at 
our Plenary Assembly 
held recently in Baltimore. 
However, a letter that he 
wrote to the bishops was 
read by Monsignor Walter 
Erbi, the Charge d'Affaires, 
on his behalf. He encour
aged the bishops: "As we 
are purified of the evil, 
don't lose sight of all the 
good that is being accom
plished." 

His letter set an insight
ful context for the Assem
bly. We need to continue 
our efforts to strengthen 
current procedures and to 
establish needed new 
policies that would assist 
in further purifying our 
Church of the evil of sex 
abuse by the clergy. We 
must facilitate a culture of 
healing, accountability, 
and transparency. Addi
tionally, we need to do a 
better job of sharing infor
mation about the steps we 
have taken, particularly 
since the promulgation of 
the Charter for the Protec
tion of Children and Youth 
back in 2002 . 

A careful review of the 
statistics reveals that 

since the implementation ics, including the bishops. 
of the Charter, there has This first resolution also 
been a drastic reduction in insisted that there must 
the number of reports of be an environment of 
sex abuse committed by transparency when treat
the clergy. Nevertheless, ing these cases. To that 
much remains to be done. point, we are awaiting fur-
l came away from ther details of the 
the Baltimore independent in-
meeting much vestigation of 
more hopeful that Theodore McCar-
the culture is rick. Another cru-
changing. Indica- cial element of this 
tive of a unity of resolution was the 
purpose that was requirement of lay 
present among the i n v 0 I v e men t 
bishops is the fact throughout the in-
that the three res- Bishop vestigative phase 
olutions related to Terry R. of the process. 
this issue were LaValley A second resolu-
adopted over- ===== tion that received 
whelmingly by the bish- overwhelming support 
ops. from the bishops included 

The first resolution re- Directives for the Imple
affirmed the bishops' mentation of the Provi
commitment to respond sions of Vos estis lux 
directly and appropriately mundi concerning bish
to cases of sexual abuse of ops. This recent Apostolic 
minors or vulnerable per- Letter from Pope Francis 
sons, cases of sexual mis- addressed the responsibil
conduct, and the ity of the successors of 
mishandling of such the Apostles to prevent 
cases. We will do all within and confront crimes of 
our ability to help vic- sexual abuse. To this end, 
tims/survivors find the one of the directives in
care and healing they cluded in this resolution is 
need. Clearly, the Charter the establishment of an 
and Pastoral Codes of independent, third-party 
Conduct apply to all cler- reporting system. This in-

cludes informing the pub
lic about how to report 
cases involving bishops. 
The resolution also stipu
lated the essential partici
pation of lay expert(s) in 
the process, as well as that 
of the Metropolitan Arch
bishop (Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan in the case of the 
New York State dioceses). 

The third resolution, 
Protocol Regarding Avail
able Restrictions on Bish
ops, provides for a 
manner of accountability 
for a retired bishop who 
resigned or was moved 
from his office due to 
grave acts of commission 
or omission in this area, or 
who subsequent to his 
resignation is found to 
have so acted or failed to 
act. 

While the Diocese of Og
densburg has been found 
compliant with the direc
tives of the Charter since 
the compliance audits 
began, we must not be
come complacent. Where 
we have fallen short, we 
ask forgiveness. Our ef
forts to provide safe envi
ronments for the most 
vulnerable among us and 
to reach out to those who 
suffer from such sex 

abuse and misconduct call 
us to create a culture of 
accountability and trans
parency with the partici
pation of lay women and 
men. 

With John Morrison, Safe 
Environment Director, our 
Diocesan Review Board, 
and staff, we will be work
ing to ensure that the re
cently adopted 
resolutions of the USCCB 
are included in our dioce
san poliCies and proce
dures. Much good has 
been done, more will fol
low! 

Other topics of discus
sion at the Plenary Assem
bly included: reports on 
Immigration issues, reach
ing out to those who are 
religiously unaffiliated, 
the death penalty and the 
revision of the NationaJ 
Directory for the Forma
tion, Ministry, and Life of 
Permanent Deacons in the 
United States, 2nd edition. 

Christ-led, Christ-fed 
and Hope-filled, we have 
much to do. We know that 
all our efforts must be 
firmly grounded in prayer 
and attentive listening to 
the Holy Spirit. Thank you 
for your prayerful sup
port. 

Bishop LaValley: Bishop-elect is a 'servant leader' 
The following is a state

ment from Bishop Terry R. 
LaValley on the appoint
ment of Father DougJas 
Lucia as the 11 th Bishop 
of Syracuse: 

For the past 10 years, 
the Diocese of Syracuse 
has been blessed with a 
shepherd who cares 
deeply for his people. 
Bishop Robert Cunning
ham has been a friend 
whose example continues 
to be an inspiration and 
support to this neighbor 

to the north. We congrat
ulate him for his faithful 
leadership of the Church 
of Syracuse and wish him 
continued good health 
and well-deserved relax
ation in retirement. 

I have known Bishop
elect Lucia since our sem
inary days. He is a trusted 
friend whose strong faith 
and deep love for the 
Church will become 
quickly evident to the 
faithful of the Diocese of 
Syracuse. 

He has held various po-

sitions here in the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg over his 
thirty years of priestly 
ministry. He is well-re
spected and loved by the 
clergy, religious, seminar
ians, diocesan staff, and 
parishioners. 

Personally, I am so grate
ful for the selfless assis
tance he has given to me. 
He will be greatly missed. 
We have been so blessed. 

Bishop-elect Lucia is a 
humble man of prayer 
who will bring a wealth of 
pastoral experience and a 

deep desire to share the 
Good News with all in the 
Diocese of Syracuse. 
Parish leaders and dioce
san staff will experience 
him as a true servant 
leader and fine collabora
tor in his episcopacy. He 
will be a tireless shepherd 
of souls. 

We pray God bless him 
abundantly as he prepares 
to lead the Diocese of 
Syracuse. 

For a New or Used Car 

Mort 
Backus & 

Sons 
On Canton-Ogdensburg Rd. 

315-393-5899 

CHEVROLET 
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Augustinian's Margrey is Outstanding Teacher 
Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin, SSJ 
Superintendent of Schools 

OGDENSBURG - Ms. Shannon 
Margrey from Augustin
ian Academy in Carthage 
has been named the 2019 
Outstanding Catholic 
School Teacher for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 

Ms. Margrey has been a 
member of the Augustin
ian family since she was 
8 years old. She attended 
Augustinian Academy 
through eighth grade and 
graduated from Immacu
late Heart Central School 
in Watertown. 

Ms. Margrey has been a 
teacher at Augustinian 
Academy since 2001. She 
holds a Bachelor of Sci
ence degree in Environ
mental Science from 
SUNY Plattsburgh and an 
Master of Science in 
Teaching in Elementary 
Education from SUNY 
Potsdam. Initially, Ms. 
Margrey taught 7th grade 
ELA, Social Studies and 

Religion. When grades 5-
8 were departmentalized 
she continued to teach 
ELA and Social Studies 
for several years. Cur
rently Shannon is teach
ing Science in grades 5- 8, 
putting her Science de
gree to good use for Au
gustinian. 

Ms. Margrey is actively 
involved in the life of the 
school. She coaches bas
ketball and soccer, is an 
advisor for the Student 
Council, the Science 
Olympiad Team and the 
Iron Chef Team. 

Ms. Margrey coordi
nates the school Spelling 
Bee, as well as the school 
Science Fair and Middle 
School History Fair. She 
collaborates with other 
teachers to create activi
ties and events to en
hance the academic and 
spiritual life of the stu
dents. 

Ms. Margrey is a mem
ber of many committees. 
She has worked with the 

Ii" 
St. Marl] 's Church, Clal] tOll 

Annual Summer Gala &' RaHle 
To benefit St. MafiJ 's Church 

(One need not be present to win) 
Ticket Price: $100.00 U.S. (Includes dinner for two, 

two drinks and chances to win · Sorry no take outs) 

1st Prize $10,000.00 
2nd Prize $2,000.00 
3rd & 4th $500.00 

5th & 6th Prize $250.00 
7th - 11th Prizes $100.00 

All winning tickets w ill be returned to drum a nd be 
eligible for all 11 prizes. 

Where: The Cerow Aren a at Clayton Recreation Park 
When: Tuesd ay, Au gu st 6, 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Make checks payable and mail to : 
St. Mary's Church 

521 James Street , Clayton, NY 13624 
(315) 686·3398 

Name ________________________________ __ 

Address ______________________________ _ 

City _________________ State __ Zip __ _ 

Phone ________ ~~~------~------------
Must be 18 to purchase 

CHRISTINE WARD/NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 
Bishop Terry R. LaValley presents Shannon Margrey, a science teacher at Augustinian Academy, a plaque designating 
her 2019 Outstanding Catholic School Teacher for the Diocese of Ogdensburg.Joining in the celebration are Msgr. 
Robert H. Aucoin, Vicar for Education, (back row, from left) Karen Donahue, Assistant Superintendent of Schools, 
Mary Ann Margrey, Principal of Augustinian Academy, and Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin, SSJ, Superintendent of 
Schools. 

Diocesan Report Card 
Committee and assisted 
with professional devel
opment on Diocesan Su
perintendent's Days. At 
Augustinian Academy 
Shannon serves on the 
AdvancEd Internal Com
mittee and has assisted 
in updating student and 
faculty handbooks. 

She values good profes
sional development that 
helps improve teaching 
practices and engage the 
students in active learn
ing. 

For the past four years 
she has collaborated with 

several of the Augustin
ian teachers with Profes
sional Learning 
Communities through 
the jeff Lewis Teacher 
Center. In nominating 
Shannon, Mrs. Mary Ann 
Margrey, principal at Au
gustinian, wrote, "If Shan
non agrees to help, you 
know it will be done and 
done well!" 

Ms. Margrey has spent 
most of her life in 
Catholic education. She 
understands that her re
ligious values and beliefs 
have shaped who she is. 
On the application for a 

~ ~ BUICK" Y PONTIAC . • ~~S @11=,·1-111 

"Family owned dealership serving the 
North Country for over 56 yearsV' 

For more information, visit our Website 
at: www.barstowmotors.com 

MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY • (315) 265-8800 

teaching position at Au
gustinian in 2001 she 
stated, "I simply want to 
teach my students, by ex
ample, what a large part 
God plays in my every
day life and how He 
guides all my beliefs and 
actions." 

For 18 years, Augustin
ian Academy has been 
blessed with Ms. 
Margery's professional 
competence and living 
witness to the Catholic 
faith. 

Ms. Margrey was hon
ored on june 26 during a 
luncheon hosted by 
Bishop Terry LaValley at 
the Bishop's residence. 
She was joined at the 
luncheon by Mrs. Mary 
Ann Margrey, principal of 
Augustinian Academy, 
Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin, 
Vicar for Education, Sister 
Ellen Rose Coughlin, SSj, 
Superintendent of 
Schools and Mrs. Karen 
Donahue, Assistant Su
perintendent of Schools. 
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Holy Family School in Malone will not reopen 
MALONE - The families of 

Holy Family School stu
dents, along with faculty 
and staff, were notified 
june 26 that the Catholic 
school would not reopen 
for the 2019-20 school 
year. 

The pastoral leaders of 
the contributing parishes, 
St. Andre Bessette Parish 
in Malone, St. Augustine's 
in North Bangor and St. 
Mary's in Brushton, the 
Catholic Community of 
Burke and Chateaugay 
and the Catholic Commu
nity of Constable, West
ville, and Trout River, 
informed the school's Ed
ucation Council that they 
were requesting the clo-

sure at a june 25 meet
ing. 

The request was ap
proved by Bishop Terry R. 
LaValley on june 26. 

Students' families, fac
ulty and staff were noti
fied of the decision in a 
call from Principal Mari
anne jadlos. 

"No one can deny the 
immense good that has 
been done in our parishes 
and the wider community 
by our previous Catholic 
schools and by Holy Fam
ily since its founding in 
1990," the pastors and 
pastoral life coordinator 
said in a written state
ment. ''These factors have 
made the decision a very 

difficult one. Nonethe
less, based on the facts at 
hand, it is our responsi
bility as pastors and pas
toral leaders to take this 
action at this time." 

The pastors and pas
toral life coordinator 
cited declining enroll
ment and financial chal
lenges as the critical 
factors that made the clo
sure necessary. 

The school has been 
struggling with declining 
enrollment for the past 
several years, and as of 
the june 25 meeting, en
rollment targets for the 
2019-20 school year had 
not been met. 

The pastoral leaders 

McElheran, Murrock win 
IHC's Gaffney athletic award 

WATERTOWN - The Clarence 
"Boots" Gaffney Awards 
are made annually to the 
outstanding male and fe
male graduating athletes 
for their exceptional ath
letic performance and 
personal growth through
out their years at Immac
ulate Heart Central High 
School. 

Input is solicited from 
the entire school faculty 
and final determination is 
made by the athletic di
rector, two girls' varsity 
coaches and two boys' 
varsity coaches. 

The female winner is 
Amanda McElheran, 
daughter of Mr. Michael 
and Mrs. Patti McElheran, 
Watertown. 

Miss McElheran is also 
the female recipient of 
the Air Force Recruiting 
Service Scholar/Athlete 
Award and NYSPHSSA 
Section III Scholar-Athlete 
Award for soccer, basket
ball, and lacrosse, The 
United States Marine 

Corps Scholastic Excel
lence Award, and Immac
ulate Heart Central 
School's Faith Community 
Service Award for Exem
plary Service Hours (60+ 
community service 
hours). 

In addition to these 
awards, she is also the re
cipient of the 5th Place 
New York State Mathe
matics League Certifi
cates of Merit, as well as 
the Diocesan Outstanding 
Student Award. She is a 
member of the National 
Honor Society, Yearbook 
Committee, Newspaper 
Club, Whiz Quiz, Mystery 
Players, and Rotary Inter
act. 

Miss McElheran will at
tend the University of Al
bany in the Fall with 
intent to play Division I 
Lacrosse and will be ma
joring in Biology with a 
minor in Criminology. She 
plans to be a Physician 
Assistant then continue 
her education to become 

a Medical Examiner. 
The male winner is 

Matthew Murrock, son of 
Mr. Todd and Mrs. Kim 
Murrock, Watertown. 

Mr. Murrock is also the 
recipient of the $1,000 
William P. Plante Memorial 
Scholarship and the Fron
tier League Scholar Ath
lete Award. He is a 
member of Mystery Play
ers, Newspaper Club, Stu
dent Council, National 
Honor Society, and repre
sented Immaculate Heart 
Central School at Rotary 
Club of Watertown events 
during the 2018-2019 
school year. 

He was a Varsity Soccer 
Team Captain and re
ceived Honorable Men
tion, played varsity 
basketball, and varsity 
lacrosse also receiving 
Honorable Mention. 

Mr. Murrock will attend 
the State University of 
New York at Oswego and 
will be majoring in Busi
ness this Fall. 

also expressed concerns 
that if the school didn't 
meet budgeted targets for 
tuition and fundraising, 
the responsibility for 
making up any shortfall 
would fall to the partici
pating parishes. 

''These facts have not 
instilled confidence in us, 
nor in our parish coun
cils, about the vitality and 
viability of Holy Family 
School moving into an
other school year," the 
pastoral leaders' state
ment said. 

In writing to the pas
toral leaders, Bishop 
LaValley noted that while 
the school will be closed, 
the parishes must con-

tinue to provide ministry 
and catechesis to the 
youth of their communi
ties. 

"Even though this chap
ter in the history of the 
Malone area Catholic 
churches has come to an 
end, the mission to cate
chize and evangelize 
does not end," Bishop 
LaValley said in a letter to 
pastoral leaders. "As 
parish leader, you must 
continue to provide en
riched catechetical pro
grams for our children 
and youth entrusted to 
your pastoral care so that 
they can have the support 
of the Church as they ma
ture and grow in faith." 

Amanda McElheran & Matthew Murrock 
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Funeral Mass said for Sister Cordata 
A Mass of Christian Bur

ial for Sister Marie Cordata 
Kelly was celebrated June 
24, with Bishop Terry R. 
LaValley celebrating and 
Father Donald Robinson 
delivering the homily. 

Sister Cordata died June 
19, 2019 at Rochester 
General Hospital, 
Rochester at the age of 80. 

She was born, Janet 
Kelly in AuSable Forks, 
March 28, 1939, daughter 
of Bernard Kelley and 
Messina Chasolen McDon
ald, Kelley, Kilburn. 

She attended Holy Name 
Catholic School and grad
uated from AuSable Valley 
High School, AuSable 
Forks. She earned her BA 
degree in Education from 
SUNY Potsdam, NY, a MA 
Business Education and 
Office Supervision from 
the The Catholic Univer
sity in Washington, DC 
and a MA degree in Theol
ogy from st. Bonaventure 
University, Allegheny, NY. 

She entered the Sisters 

of St. Joseph on February 
10, 1957. She received 
the habit on August 18, 
1957 and made Final Pro
fession on August 28, 
1962. 

She taught in the 
Catholic Schools in the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg at 
St. Andrews School, Nor
wood, NY, St. Mary's 
School, Fort Covington, 
NY, St. Joseph the Worker, 
Mineville , NY, St. Mary's 
School, Massena, NY, Im
maculate Heart Central 
School, Watertown, Seton 
Catholic High School, 
Plattsburgh, NY. Sister 
Cordata was Principal at 
Seton Catholic High 
School, Plattsburgh, NY 
and St. Mary's School, 
Champlain, NY until the 
school closed in 2012. 

Sister Cordata was as
signed to the Mother
house of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph to be the secretary 
to the Major Superior. She 
served on the Council of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph 

CELEBRATE ST. MARY'S SCHOOL, 
TICONDEROGA 

EDUCATING FOR 60 YEARS! 

• only 500 tickets sold 
• 23 chances to win 
• your ticket is included in each drawing: 

Second Prize $500 (Four awarded) 
Third Prize $250 (Eight awarded) 
Fourth Prize $100 (Ten awarded) 

• you need not be present to win 

Drawing to be held July 26, during 60th school celebration 
Any questions, call 518-585-7433 

If you w ish to buy tickets by mail, please fill out the 
form by July 16th & enclose your c heck made out to: 

•
w'"~'<; St. Mary's School ,.1 64 Amherst Avenue 
'._ .• - Ticonderoga, NY 12883 

NAME __________________________________ __ 

ADDRESS, _______________ _ 

Phone __________________________________ _ 

~ __________ ~~n_a~c:n:: J~O~ ___________ I 

from 2013 to the present. 
She also served on the IHC 
Educational Council as a 
Board member. Sister Cor
data was on the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg Planning 
Team for the 2016 Voca
tion Summit. 

Sister Cordata is sur
vived by her sisters-in-law 
Judy Kelley and Eileen 
Kelly, both from The Vil
lages, FL and by nieces 
and nephews. 

Besides her parents 
Bernard and Messina, she 
is predeceased by her sis
ter Eleanor Kelly Wardell 

Bishop's Public Schedule 

July 7 - 8 a.m, - Mass at St. 
Patrick's Church in Rossie 

9:30 a.m. - Mass at St. 
Peter's Church in Hammond 

11 a.m. - Mass at Stjohn 
the Evangelist in Morristown 
July 9 - 4:30 p.m. - Mass for 
Youth Camp at Camp Guggenheim 
in Saranac Lake 
July 13 - 11 a.m. - Sisters of St. 
Joseph Jubilee Mass in Watertown 
July 14 -1 p.m, - Mass celebrat
ing the 100th Anniversary of the 
dedication of Stjohn the Baptist 
Church in Madrid and the 150th 
Anniversary of the founding of the 
parish 
July 1 S - 12:30 p.m. - Mass at the 
Upstate Correctional Facility in 
Malone 
July 16 - 4:30 p.m. - Mass for 
Youth Camp at Camp Guggenheim 
in Saranac Lake 

Letters to the Editor 

We welcome letters from read
ers of the North Country Catholic. 

- Due to space limitations, we 
ask that the number of words be 

limited to 300. 
• We cannot accept letters 

which support ideas which are 
contrary to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church. 

• Send letters to North Country 
Catholic, PO Box 326, Ogdensburg, 
NY, 13669 or e-mail to 
news@northcountrycatholic.org 

• Join the conversation! 

and brothers Bernard 
Kelly and William Kelley. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.cum
mingsfuneral.com. 

Contributions may be 
made to the Sisters of st. 
Joseph, 1425 Washington 
St., Watertown, NY l3601. 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen who have served in the 
Dio(ese of Ogdensburg 

July 3 - Rev. E. Leonard Murphy, 
1954 
July 4 - Rev.Joseph L. Stjacques, 
1952 
July S - Rev. Paul F. Ledermann, 
2016 
July 9 - Rev.John Rogers, 1887; 
Rev.Joseph H.Emard,O.M.I., 1924 
July 10 - Rev. Mary Ignatius 
Grom, 1936; Rev.John F.McNa
mara, 1971; Deacon Victor Fisher, 
1999; Rev.James A. Deibel,2013 
July 12 - Rev.James Salmon, 
1835; Rev.John J. Brennan, 1881 ; 
Most Rev. Albert Pascal, O.M.I., 
1920 
July 13 - Rev. George Garand, 
1941 
July 1S - Rev.John Conlon, 1881; 
Rev. Charles D. Thomas, 1895; Msgr. 
Armand Dussault, 1963; Rev. 
Joseph F. Quinn, 1970; Rev.Joseph 
F. Dowd, 1983; Rev. Joseph L. Quinn, 
1970 
July 16 - Rev. Eugene Carroll, 
1882; Rev. H. T. Regan, O.s.A., 1937; 
Rev.James Torsney, 1958 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint of sus
pected misconduct involving 
diocesan clergy, religious, employ
ees or volunteers, contact Victims 
Assistance Coordinator, Terri
anne Yanulavich, Adult & Youth 
Counseling Services of Northern 
New York, 31 Sixth Street, Malone, 
NY 12953; 
terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: Day: 518-651-2267, Night: 
518-569-0612; or Father Christo
pher Carrara, the Episcopal Vicar 
for Pastoral Personnel at 315-393-
2920 
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Environmental Stewardship 

Response from a youth 

Pope Francis asks "What kind 
of world do we wantto leave to 
those who come after us, to chil
dren who are now growing up? 
...It is no longer enough, then, 
simply to state that we should be 
concerned for future generations. 
We need to see that what is at 
stake is our own dignity. Leaving 
an inhabitable planet for future 
generations is, first and foremost 
upto us." 

My name is Anna Dalton.1 am 
a member ofSt. Patrick's Church 
in Chateaugay. Last year as a 
fourth grader, I started an envi
ronmental group at rny school 
called The Chateaugay Environ
ment Rangers. We have been 
meeting on Wednesdays after 
school to come up with a way to 
have less garbage in our school 
cafeteria. We worked on a presen
tation and went to the school 
board at Chateaugay Central 
School. We recommended the 
school go straw free. After the 
meeting, the board took all ofthe 
straws out of our school cafeteria, 
We are now straw free. Our cur
rent project is working with the 
cafeteria to find out more ways 
we can reduce the arnount of 
garbage we have in school. Our 
efforts were featured in our local 
paper two days in a row. 

On Thursday June 6, two mem
bers ofthe Faith and Ecology 
Group, Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, a 
Sister ofStJoseph,and Linda 
Soderbaum, came to Chateaugay 
Central School to attend our end 
of the year meeting. We showed 
pictures from our Clean Up Day 
event where we went around 
Chateaugay cleaning up trash. 
We picked up over 40 pounds of 
trash in two hours.Then we 
thought of ideas for next year. We 
came up with roughly 21 ideas, 
such as composting, getting 
metal silverware for our cafeteria, 
and getting paper straws for our 
school store. Atthe end of our 
meeting, we were presented the 
Pope Francis Green Apple Award 
that recognizes young people 
who have demonstrated ways 
that they have"cared for our com
monhome." 
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Dr. Maura Fehlner to keynote 'Loving Authentically' 
By Suzanne Pietropaoli 
Staff Writer 

Dr. Maura Hearden 
Fehlner will bring an un
usually rich and diverse 
background to the mar
riage-building workshop 
scheduled for July 27 at Fr. 
Amyot Parish Center in 
Norfolk. Author, teacher, 
public speaker, and radio 
talk show hostess, Dr. 
Fehlner earned her Ph.D. 
in Religious Studies from 
Marquette University after 
earning bachelor's and 
master's degrees in the
ater; she has been teach
ing theology to college 
students for nearly two 
decades. 

But five years ago, the
ory met experience when 
Dr. Maura Hearden mar
ried Deacon John Fehlner. 
As she explained in a re
cent NCC interview, "Being 
married to John involves 
the challenges of sharing 
your life with someone 
else - something that 
might be especially diffi
cult for two people who 
get married when they are 
older and set in their 
ways, as we did. But being 
married to John has let me 
experience the incredible 
gift of facing those chal
lenges with the help of 
sacramental grace and a 
spouse who is willing to 
give his life for me. I am 
amazed at God's goodness 
every day of my life with 
John, and I am privileged 
to be able to tell people 
from first-hand experi
ence, "Hey! The Church's 
approach to marriage re
ally works! We really are 
happy, and this is why! 

"The Church teaches 
that sacramental marriage 
is all about imaging the 
self-giving love that flows 
between Christ and his 
Church. It's about living 
this kind of sacrificial love 
and receptivity so that you 
and your spouse grow 
spiritually, to advance to-

Dr. Maura Hearden Fehlner 

ward your ultimate home 
in heaven; it's about ex
tending that love to chil
dren and the community 
at large, making every
one's quest for holiness 
that much easier. I never 
knew the profound joy 
and peace of having some
one in your life who was 
really, consciously dedi
cated to doing just that." 

Yet if Church teaching 
about marriage is such a 
blessing for couples, then 
why do so many people 
find it so difficult? Dr. 
Fehlner particularly cites 
both cultural influences 
and fallen human nature. 
"Popular culture has em
braced a sexual ethic that, 
in many ways is the polar 
opposite of Church teach
ing - and cultural movers 
and shakers who have 
their own dogmatism are 
working hard to spread 
their message. We are 
bombarded with a steady 
diet of lies and miscon
ceptions about human 
sexuality coming at us 
from public education cur
ricula; entertainment, 
news, and social media; 
politicians, activists, and a 
host of other public fig
ures." 

At the same time, Dr. 
Fehlner asks, "What do 
these same sources say 
about the Catholic 
Church? According to 
them, the Catholic hierar
chy is the enemy of lib
erty: the retrograde, 
oppressive, sexually re-

pressed and perverted in
stitution that produces 
nothing but pedophiles 
and a bunch of rules cre
ated by old white guys 
who want to amass power 
and spoil your good time. 
Obviously, if you do not 
make a special effort to 
counteract this bombard
ment, you will succumb to 
the brainwashing." Then, 
too, we are all affected by 
the lure of sin. "We have to 
be honest," Dr. Fehlner re
minds us. "We sin because 
we like it. Any sin we com
mit, sexual or not, we 
commit because, at least 
in that moment, we gen
uinely think that the 
pleasure of sin outweighs 
any long-term difficulties. 
Sin is like addiction. We 
see the prize. We want it, 
and we will rationalize 
that having it is actually 
good." 

Dr. Fehlner explains that 
her varied experiences 
have not confined her to 
"an ivory tower, away from 
all the 'complicated' reali
ties of the world. I am, in 
fact, quite familiar with 
them, I know what it is to 
care deeply about people 
who reject Catholic moral 
teaching, and I know how 
hard it is to try to witness 
to the truth without alien
ating them. I also know 
how destructive certain 
behaviors can be to the 
people we love, and how 
important it is to offer 
them a life-giving alterna
tive. To that end, we need 
to support each other in 
our quest for truth amid 
the confusion all around 
us. And we need to come 
together to study and pray 
so that we know we're not 
alone." 

These are exactly the op
portunities that the July 
27th workshop offers. Ac
cording to Dr. Fehlner, 
'This conference will be 
helpful to adults of all 
ages who want to deepen 
their understanding of the 

reasons behind Church 
teaching on human sexu
ality. Maybe you have chil
dren, grandchildren or 
other family members or 
friends who challenge 
Church teaching. Maybe 
you're a little puzzled 
about the reasons for 
Church teaching and 
you'd like to know more. 
Or maybe you already un
derstand the teaching and 
just want to know that you 
are not alone. If any of 
these scenarios fit you, 
you're going to want to 
come to this conference." 

Dr. Fehlner will open the 
day by laying out a few 
key principles to help peo
ple understand and ex
plain Church teaching. 
"You might be surprised," 
she notes, "to find out how 
logical and clear these 
principles are! That's what 
my talk, 'How to Set Your 
Moral Compass,' is about. 
It's critically important to 
have the reliable, rock
solid tools you need to set 

your moral compass cor
rectly." 

'The day will also fea
ture a powerful movie," 
Unprotected, Dr. Fehlner 
concludes, "that gets into 
some specifics of the sex
ual revolution and the 
Church's response. There 
will also be discussion 
time to allow people to ask 
questions about the pre
sentations and/or any
thing else weighing on 
their minds. It's going to 
be a great day! And bring 
the kids as they will have 
their own activities." 

"Loving Authentically: 
Creating Thriving Rela
tionships in Trying Times" 
will run from 9 a.m .. to 3 
p.m. on Saturday, July 27. 
There is no charge for the 
day; lunch will be pro
vided. For info/to register, 
call Family Life Director 
Steve Tartaglia at 315-393-
2920 EXT. 1420/email 
startaglia@rcdony.org. 
You may also register at 
rcdony.org/relationships. 

Come join Our 
Luncheon 

Topic 
'Un.;[erstandlng Autism. 

Creat ing "We{coming ]"aith 
Communities. 

Presenter: 'Darcy :fargo 
'Editor of N ortn COIHltry Catliofic 

Ju{y 17, 2019 

:Jr. 5\myot Parisli Center 
3 :Morris Street 

Norfork, NY 13667 

Start 'lime: 11:30am 

Oyen to tfie yufj{ic 
ana 

:free of cfiarge 

Please reeister Uy caiI'UlfJ Connie 'Randall at 315'265'2762 or 
:Mary XnslOw at 315'268'1016. 
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Respect Life collection funds 20 grants 
OGOENSBURG- The Respect 

Life second collection is 
held each year around the 
anniversary of the Roe V 
Wade Supreme Court de
cision legalizing abortion. 
The collection aids prolife 
efforts in the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg, thru a grant 
process. 

amounts that will be sug
gested to Bishop Terry R. 
LaValley, who grants final 
approval. 

This year, the grant 
board met on May 8. On 
june 11, the amounts 
were approved. Award 
letters with checks were 
mailed the same week. 

A. Ratigan, Family Life Di
rector Stephen Tartaglia, 
and Respect Life Direc
tors john and Colleen 
Miner. 

Grant applications are 
due at the end of Febru
ary. After collections are 
received, the grant board 
meets to discern grant 

The grant board con
sists of diocesan Natural 
Family Planning Directors 
Angelo and Suzanne 
Pietropaoli, Father Patrick 

Twenty grants totaling 
$59,267.99 were awarded 
from this year's collec
tion. This is a decrease 
from last year's collection 
of $74,142.32. 

This meant that some 
organizations did not re
ceive the amount they ini
tially requested. But 

Knights of Columbus 
Twenty Sixth Annual Bus Trip 

Pilgrimage 
St. Anne's Shrine, Isle La Motte, Vermont 

Saturday and Sunday, July 20'h and 21 sl 2019 
The Annual Pilgrimage to the Shrine of St. Anne 

(Mother of Mary) 

Saturday: July 20th 

9:00AM 

3:00PM 

4 to 5PM 
5:00PM 
7:00PM 

Depart IHC Intermediate School (formally st. Pat's), 
South Massey St. , Watertown 
We will be stopping for lunch along the way. 
Arrival at Isle LaMotte, Vermont 
We will be staying at the cottages on site. 
Hors d'oeuvres 
Dinner at the Shrine 
Mass at the Shrine 

Sunday: July 21st 

8:30AM to 11 :30AM Breakfast at the Shrine's cafeteria 
12:15PM Mass with Bishop LaValley 
1: 15PM Picnic, free time for prayer and Rosary 
4:00PM Depart 

We will be stopping for a light meal on the way home. 
9:00PM Arrive in Watertown 

Msgr. T. Walter Cleary 
Counci l #7364 

Adams, NY 

Total Cost including all meals is $300 per couple or $150 per person as singles are invited. 

DRESS: Saturday and Sunday are both casual - slacks, shorts, etc. 

We can take a total of 40 people, so reservations will be on a first come, first serve basis. 
Money and reservations are due by July 17, 2019 

We will be traveling up Route 11 and can pick up along the way 

RESERVATION COUPON 

NAME (S) _________ _ 

ADDRESS _________ __ PHONE ___________ __ 

HOW MANY __ __ AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ __ _ 

Please make checks payable and mail to : William C. Ose 
10667 US Route 11 
Adams, NY 13605 

(315) 232-4433 cell # (315) 771-2273 

according to Colleen 
Miner, "even with an al
most $15,000 difference, 
great things are happen
ing in our diocese. So 
many are dedicated to 
building a culture of life." 

An educational oppor
tunity that was afforded 
due to a grant was Teen 
Life Days. A grant helped 
bring Students for Life to 
the diocese for two days 
of teaching. The group 
was joined by as well as 
other guest speakers, in
cluding Dr. jan Patterson 
of the Albany Gianna Cen
ter, Kathy Gallagher of the 
New York State Catholic 
Conference, Nancy 
Belzile, who coordinates 
40 Days for Life, Silent No 
More, and Kitty St. Denis 
of the Plattsburgh Preg
nancy Center. 

Five Gabriel Projects -
Brasher Falls, Potsdam, 
Ogdensburg, Massena 
and Plattsburgh - re
ceived grants. The parish
based, crisis-pregnancy, 
apostolate helps hun
dreds of women through
out the year. 

Two pro-life fair booths 

received grants: Lewis 
County Right to Life and 
Champlain Valley Right to 
Life. 

Three pilgrimages to 
the DC March for life were 
aided thru the collection: 
Campus Ministry, Youth 
Buses for Life and Lewis 
County Right to Life. 

Other recipients in
cluded: Plattsburgh Preg
nancy Center, Liferight of 
Watertown, Birthright, 
Life of Truth Radio in Lake 
Placid, Catholic Charities 
in Malone, and 40 Days 
for Life 2020 Spring and 
Fall campaigns. 

Grants were also given 
to help provide materials 
to pastors, Natural Family 
Planning received a grant 
for NFP awareness week 
materials, and the Re
spect Life office received 
a grant for USCCB Respect 
Life month informational 
packets. 

Thank you to everyone 
who donated to the Re
spect Life second collec
tion. 

Next year's collection 
will be held the weekend 
of january 25-26. 

--------------------, Relax this summer with your subscription to I 

I 

the North Country Catholic, the newspaper for I 

the Diocese of Ogden sburg 
Send payment to: North Country Catholic, 

PO Box 106, Canajoharie, NY 13317 

IN ame____________ 0 Inside Diocese $27 I 
I 0 Outside Diocese $30 I 
IAddress.___________ Patron Donation I 

ICity ______ State_ Zip___ 0 $35 0 $50 

~a.:ish_==_c=_==_=:_=_=_=_==_==_=_==_:=__ 9 :I~ ~ ~5~ __ : 

f;7MoNASTERY CARD SHOP~l 
Cards for AU Occasions 

']v{ass 'Enro([,lIents for !Jour riving & aeceasea fo vea ones. 

Precious Blood Monastery 
OPEN: 9 AN[ - 5 PM 

SATURDAY 9 AM -12 PM 
400 PRATT ST.) WATERTOWN 

315-788-1669 
www.sisterspreciousblood.org 
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MAKING SENSE OF BIOETHICS 

Securing authentic children's rights 
Children require exten

sive support and protec
tion to meet their physical, 
emotional, and spiritual 
needs. They are uniquely 
dependent on their par
ents because they are par
ticularly vulnerable. Often 
they are unable to speak 
on their own behalf or ef
fectively defend them
selves from various forms 
of exploitation. 

Considerations like these 
provide the basis for ac
knowledging the reality of 
"children's rights." Provid
ing an appropriate family 
environment, with the 
presence of both a mother 
and a father, has long been 
recognized as one of the 
paramount examples of 
fulfilling children's rights. 
A proper family environ
ment offers essential safe
guards for a child, and 
helps assure the "full and 
harmonious development 
of his or her personality" 
- to borrow a phrase from 
the 1990 United Nations 
Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. 

Such "full and harmo
nious development," how
ever, is becoming more 
difficult to secure for 
many children in part due 
to a growing societal ac
ceptance of powerful new 
assisted reproductive 
technologies that can iso
late children and deprive 
them of critical parental 
and family supports dur
ing their childhood. Chil
dren brought into 
existence using anony
mous donor sperm and ar
tificial insemination, to 
consider one example, 
often struggle with a sense 
of violation as they end up 
spending years or even 
decades searching for in
formation about their bio
logical father in the 
desperate hope of discov
ering his identity, meeting 
him in person, and learn-

ing more about their own 
roots and identity. Katy 
Faust, founder of the chil
dren's rights organization 
Them Before Us, notes 
how children born from 
these techniques are "just 
like every other human 
child who longs to be 
known and loved by the 
two people re
sponsible for their 
existence." 

and ignoring their best in
terests. Nobody denies 
that two men might each 
be able to be a good father, 
but neither can be a mom. 
It is part of natural biolog
ical filiation for children to 
flourish under the loving 
care of their own mom and 
dad. No same-sex couple 

can provide that. 

ambiguity regarding their 
own identity and their re
lationship to their parents. 

Children enter
ing the world 
through in vitro 
fertilization simi
larly struggle with 
their unnatural cir
cumstances in 
which the hired 
services of a third
party contractor, 
rather than their 
parents' loving em

Father Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk 
Ph.D. 

As Katy Faust 
notes, "Until re
cently, our culture 
and laws have rec
ognized that chil
dren have an 
innate right to their 
mother and father. 
When this right is 
violated, children 
become 'items' to 

be cut and pasted 
into any and every 

for the project - perhaps 
an anonymous sperm 
donor, or a friend who 
agrees to donate his sperm 
or an agreeable male 
friend willing to have sex 
with one of them. In any of 
these scenarios, a de facto 
relationship comes to exist 
between the same-sex cou
ple and this third party in
dividual, raising the 
prospect of triple-parent
ing. California was one of 
the first states that tried to 
pass a law allowing chil
dren to have three legal 
parents. In some cases the 
lesbians will entirely avoid 
interaction with any fa
ther/donor. In others, they 
will want their child to 
have an ongoing relation
ship with him. Some men 
may not care; others may 
be eager, and push to get 
involved with their biolog
ical kids. The growing ac
ceptance of same-sex 
parenting has created mo
mentum for these kinds of 
triple-parenting situations 
to arise, bringing addi
tional complications into 
the lives of the children 
caught in the middle and 
subjecting them to further 

Notwithstanding rapidly 
changing social mores, a 
truly civilized society will 
never prioritize the desires 
of adults ahead of the in
nate rights of vulnerable 
children. As Jennifer 
Roback Morse, a tireless 
advocate of marriage and 
family concludes, "We are 
replacing the natural pre
political concept of biolog
ical parenthood with an 
artificial, government-cre
ated concept of parent
hood that is entirely 
socially constructed ... 
Triple-parenting and gen
derless marriage are de
structive policies. They 
must be stopped." 

brace, resulted in their 
coming-into-being. As they 
grow up in these situa
tions, they may also face 
wrenching questions 
about how many other em
bryonic siblings were dis
carded, frozen or 
otherwise lost through the 
complex laboratory ma
nipulations that created 
them. Surrogate mothering 
gives rise to yet another 
approach that can fracture 
a child's sense of family 
connection. This tech
nique frequently relies on 
multiple parental figures: 
one who provides sperm, 
another eggs, and a third a 
womb for hire. An even 
greater number of parental 
figures can be involved in 
the production of so-called 
"three-parent embryos." 

While many of these as
sisted reproductive tech
nologies chip away at the 
stabilizing presence of ma
ternal and paternal figures 
in the life of a child, their 
growing use by same-sex 
couples to facilitate same
sex parenting raises fur
ther serious concerns 
about harming children 

adult romantic rela
tionship." 

Additional "cutting and 
pasting" in children's lives 
occurs through the grow
ing phenomenon of "triple
parenting." Because a 
same-sex couple (two les
bians for instance) cannot 
have a child unless some
one provides the missing 
ingredient of donor sperm, 
they must rope in a male 

Rev. Tadeusz Pachol
czyk, Ph.D. earned his doc
torate in neuroscience 
from Yale and did post
doctoral work at Harvard. 
He is a priest of the dio
cese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of 
Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center 
in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org 

Order your 2019 Diocesan Directory! 
-

--2019 The Official 2019 Directory of the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg includes detailed information 

about parishes, schools and other 
Dloceoe of t Catholic organizations. 
Ogdensburg Order online at www.northcountrycatholic.org .. for faster delivery or fill out the form below. Directory 

The JDman C&tholJc Dioc:ae 0( Mak e check s payable to: 
Northem New Yorlc North Country Catholic - -----. 

PO Box 106 e Ca n ajoharie, NY 13317 
(Please a llow 2-3 week s for delivery when m a iling in) 

Enclosed is m y ch eck for $ ___ for __ directories 

N am e 

$15.00 Address 

each City State __ Zip 
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ADIRONDACK 
SUMMER RETREAT 
Saranac Lake - A summer retreat will 
be held for adults. Come aside to the 
mountains and rest awhile with the 
Lord. 

Date: Aug. 9-11 
Place: Guggenheim Lodge, Saranac 

Lake 
Features: The theme will be "Ex

ploring a Spirituality of God's Creation 
through the Seasons," as inspired by 
Ecclesiastes 3:1,"There is a season for 
everything ... " Each season of the year 
has a message to teach us about how 
to live more fully as Jesus calls us to do. 
Retreat will include presentations, with 
opportunities for personal and group 
prayer with time for sharing. Presenters 
are Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ, faith 
formation educator; Tom Kalinowski, 
former biology teacher and author of 
two nature books; and Father Paul 
Kelly, celebrant for Mass on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Cost: Suggested offering is $150. For 
tenting or commuter options, the sug
gested offering is $100. 

Contact: For more information, or to 
register, call 315-212-6592 or email sr
bethssj@gmail.com. 

CLINTON 

CHAMPLAIN VAllEY RIGHTTO 
LIFE MEETING 
Plattsburgh - Champlain Valley Right 
to life meeting to be held. 

Date: July 7 
Time: 1 p.m. 
Place: Newman Center 
Features: Please join us for an in

formative video, refreshments and an 
interesting discussion! Short business 
meeting, educational materials, we will 
be watching the movie Thine Eyes: Wit
ness to the March for Life. Free! Bring a 
friend! 

Contact: More info: 518-593-6024 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Plattsburgh- St. Alexander's 15th An
nual Golf Classic to be held. 

Date: July 12 
Time: Shotgun start at noon 
Place: Barrack's Golf Course 
Cost: $50 for Barrack's members and 

$60 for non-members. 
Features: Price includes compli

mentary gifts, greens fee, cart, a BBQ 
chicken dinner and much more! 

Contact: If you have any questions, 
please contact Cheryl Dodds at 518-
572-4622 or Jackie at the parish office 
at 518-561-5039. 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669;fax, 1-866-314-72%; 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. 

Features: The program includes: 
Vespers (Evening Prayer), Exposition of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet and Benediction. All are 
welcome. 

Contact: 315-348-6260 for more in
formation. 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Lowville - To pray for vocations and 
world peace, you are invited to cele
brate morning prayer, Mass, and Eu
charistic adoration. 

Date: July 5 
Time: 11 :45 a.m. - 1 :30 pm 
Place: St. Peter's Church, Lowville 

SUMMER SOCIAL 
Constableville - St. Mary's Church will 
hold its 13th Annual Summer Social. 

Date: July 10 
Time: 5 p.m. to 7 
Features: Delicious picnic menu 

~-----------r------------1 starting with Millers Hamburgers and 
INDOOR YARD SALE 
Chazy - Sacred Heart will be holding 
it's Annual Indoor Yard Sale. 

Date: July 27 
Time: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Features: Something for everyone. 

Refreshments will be served. 
Contact: For more information call 

518-846-7650 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Plattsburgh - Champlain Valley Right 
to Life is looking for volunteers for the 
Clinton County Fair. 

Date: July 16 - 21 
Contact: For more information 

please call 518-593-6024 

JEFFERSON 

EVENING OF SACRED MUSIC 
Clayton - An evening of sacred music 
to be held. 

Date: July 21 
Time: 6 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: You will hear different 

arrangements of well-loved hymns, 
such as Amazing Grace and Be Still My 
Soul. Featuring St. Mary's and St.John's 
Combined Choir, Turning Point/Is
landers Men's A Capella Chorus, 
Kathryn Amore-Ingerson, conductor, 
and Cathy Harruff, accompanist. There 
is no admission charge, but guests will 
have opportunity to contribute to St. 
Mary's Music Ministry Fund. A recep
tion will follow the concert in the 
parish center. The church and parish 
center are air-conditioned for your 
comfort. 

Contact: For more information, con
tact St.Mary's parish office at 315-686-
3398. 

RAISING A JOYFUL NOISE 
Alex Bay - St. Cyril's Choir to present 
their 1 lth Annual Summer Concert. 
Date: Aug. 25 

Time: 4 p.m. 
Place: St. Cyril 's Church 
Features: Free Admission. The choir 

will be performing an all new program 
of relig ious, jazz, pop and patriotic 
music. 

TI CATHOLIC MEN'S GROUP 
Clayton - The Thousand Islands 
Catholic Men's Group is a group of 
Catholic men who meet on a regular 
basis to discuss their experiences as 
Catholic men in today's society. 

Date: Second Saturday of every 
month 

Time:9a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church Parish Cen

ter 
Features: Come join us, whether 

you've been to a meeting before or 
not. 

Contact: For further information 
contact Scott Beeles at 315-686-1303 
or Gene Kleinhans at 315-482-3981. 

LEWIS 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS 
Houseville - Divine Mercy Devotions 
for the month of July to be held. 

Date: July 7 
Time: 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 

ending with Stewarts Ice Cream, ala 
carte pricing. Come and enjoy an inex
pensive and fun evening out with 
games, raffles, and socializing with 
friends as well a free Magic Show 
which will begin at 6 p.m. 

MORNING PRAYER,ADORATION 
Lowville - To thank God & to honor the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, all are invited 
to morning prayer, Mass, exposition, 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet, silent adora
tion, and benediction. 

Date: July 18 
Time: 11 :45 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church (Lowville) 

SILAWRENCE 

QUEEN OF HEARTS 
Canton - Queen of Hearts Game com
ing to the Knights of Columbus Hall. 
Place: Knights of Columbus Hall, Miner 
Street 

Cost: $ 1 perticket or 6 for $5 
Time: Tickets will be sold Monday 

through Friday 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
and Tuesdays evenings from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Drawing will be held Tuesdays at 
6p.m. 

BREAKFAST BUFFET 
Norwood - St. Andrew's Church to 
have an Independence Day Breakfast 
Buffet. 

Date:July4 
Time: 8 a.m. to 11 
Cost: Adults, $7; Child 6-12, $5; 5 and 

under, Free 
Features: Get your tickets for our 

50/50 Raffle 

JULY 3, 2019 

TRIP TO SEE YANKEES 
The Canton Knights of Columbus is 
once again sponsoring a trip to New 
York City to see the NY Yankees play the 
Toronto Blue Jays. 

Date: July 12 & 13 
Cost: $320 per person, double occu

pancy you will get Luxury Coach trans
portation, Ticket to the two ball games, 
one night hotel stay at the La Quinta 
Inn and breakfast on Saturday. 

Features: As an added bonus the 
July 12 game is a Mariano Rivera Bob
bie Head giveaway and the July 13 
game is Yankees Camo Hat day. 

Contact: For more information or to 
reserve your spot email 
cantonkofc@gmail.com or call 315-
714-2016. 

BLESSED IS SHE 
Norwood - Women's group "Blessed is 
She" to offer workshop. 

Date: July 13 
Time: 5 p.m. 
Place: St. Andrew's Church hall 

(enter through side door) 
Topic:"Just Show Up:You Need Oth

ers and They Need You" 
Features: There is no cost to attend. 

Dinner will be served, please feel free 
to bring a dish if you wish. 

Contact: RSVP to Sara by July 10 by 
calling or texting 315-212-7565 or 
email narrow56@gmail.com 

DOVS LUNCHEON 
Norfolk - DOVS (Diocese of Ogdens
burg Vocation Society) Luncheon to be 
held. 

Date: July 17 
Time: 11 :30 a.m. 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Features: Darcy Fargo, Editor of the 

North Country Catholic, will be talking 
about Understanding Autism and Cre
ating Welcoming Faith Communities. 
Open to the public and free of charge. 

Contact: Please register by calling 
Connie Randall at 315-265-2762 or 
Mary Enslow at 315-268-1016. 

WEAVING COSMOS, EARTH AND 
SOUL 
Ogdensburg - A two-day retreat to be 
held. 

Date: Aug.2-3 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Features: Celtic spirituality nurtures 

a sense ofthe closeness ofthe natural 
and the spiritual. In a series of talks 
and rituals, participants will be invited 
to deepen their understanding of our 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 
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An Open Letter to Pastors 

Each weekend we all 
hopefully see new faces at 
Mass or faces we have not 
seen recently. That is a 
great experience, espe
cially considering the sta
tistic that for every person 
who enters the Catholic 
Church six are leaving. 

But how do those wel
come faces arrive, what 
did they go through just 
to be there, to have the 
most up-to-date info avail
able? 

Occasionally I surf the 
websites of other 
parishes, as well as the 
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Diocesan website, just to 
explore what happens 
elsewhere. "Check the 
bulletin for details" is a 
statement often found, al
though not quite as much 
as in the past. Just how 
easily is that done? 

Sometimes the bulletins 
are available by mid-week 
before the weekend, 
sometimes available 
barely by mid-week after
wards. Some show up by 
anticipated Mass, while 
some parishes have no 
website at all. 

One goal of the census 
was having people ac
tively return to the 

Church, those faces we are 
glad to see. However, if 
they are not in church 
where the printed bul
letins are and the bulletin 
is late or not available at 
all online, just how do 
these people check the 
bulletin? 

And other people also 
need to see bulletins on
line and timely - people 
visiting family and friends 
or just passing through 
the area, people who are 
thinking of relocating or 
people who have already 
relocated and are looking 
for a spiritual home. 

Being a "welcoming 

Around the diocese 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

physical and spiritual connections to 
the universe and the Earth. Presenters 
are Aileen O'Donoghue, St. Lawrence 
University professor of physics, author 
& contributor to the monthly maga
zine, Living Faith; and Delores Hall, Re
treat Director, Ottawa, Ontario . 

Cost: Suggested offering is $120. 
Contact: For more information or to 

register, contact 315-212-6592 or sr
bethssj@gmail.com,or 
315-212-0954 or 
mamoriell@twcny.rr.com. 

177 PROJECT 
Canton - An Evening of Adoration and 
Music to be held. 

Date: Sept. 17 
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: Come join us as we adore 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament with 
worship music provided by Catholic 
musician, Lee Roessler. This event is 
free and open to all. 

Contact: Amanda at 315-386-2543 
or conklina@canton.eduformore in
formation. For additional information 
visit www.thel77project.com 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

SUMMER DISCERNMENT 
WEEKEND FOR MEN 
Saranac Lake - Summer Discernment 
weekend retreat weekend for men to 
be held. 

Date: July 5 at 5 p.m. to July 7 at 

noon 
Place: Guggenheim Main Lodge 
Features: for a time of prayer, re-

flection, fellowship, & recreation. Par-
ticipants should bring Sleeping bag (or 
bedding), towels, toiletries, casual 
clothes, swim trunks, & sweatshirt. 
Overnight retreatants must be age 18 
and over. 

Contact: Father Doug Lucia at dlu-
cia@rcdony.orgor315-393-29200r 
315-388-4466 

DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
Saranac Lake - In Conjunction with the 
discernment retreat there will be a Day 
of Recollection for High School Young 
Men age 14-17. 

Date: July 6 
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Place: Guggenheim Main lodge 
Features: Participants may want to 

bring swim trunks and towel. Parental 
Consent and Medical forms are re-
qui red and will be provided when reg-
istering. 

Contact: Father Doug Lucia at dlu-
cia@rcdony.orgor315-393-29200r 
315-388-4466 

MATER DEI COLLEGE REUNION 
Morristown - A reunion will be held for 
all Mater Dei alumni, professors, staff, 
former students - anyone with an affil-
iation with the college. 

Date: July 13 
Time:4p.m. 
Place: Ella's on the Bay 

Features: includes a cash bar, as 
well as the option to order from the 
restaurant menu. Lester Gates will be 
performing. All majors and all years of 
graduation are invited. 

Contact: While not required, those 
who plan to attend are asked to RSVP 
to Marla Kinch at 315-323-2572 or 
through the Facebook page, "MY COL-
LEGE DOESN'T EXIST ANYMORE? MATER 
DEI ALUMNI." 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
PILGRIMAGE 
Isle LaMotte, VT - Knights of Columbus, 
families and friends from throughout 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg will partici-
pate in the 71 st annual pilgrimage to 
St. Anne's Shrine. 

Date: July 21 
Schedule: The pilgrimage begins 

with the celebration of a 12:15 p.m. 
Mass by Bishop Terry R. LaValley. Fol-
lowing Mass, Bishop LaValley will join 
the pilgrims for a picnic lunch on the 
shrine's beautiful grounds. Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place at 3 p.m. 

Features: All pilgrims are invited to 
the picnic lunch and if practical asked 
to bring a dish to share. The Knights of 
Columbus will provide hot dogs, michi-
gans, hamburgers and beverages. 
Lunch is also available in the shrine's 
cafeteria. 

Contact: For more information 
please call Pilgrimage Coordinator 
Peter Keenan at 518-643-9241 . 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Church" does not start 
with greeters at the door. 
For many people these 
days, it starts online. 
Please think about that 
when planning bulletin 
posting times. Please 
think about that if the 
parish does not have a 
website. Surely someone 
in the Diocese can help 
with that, too. We need to 
be welcoming, even be
fore people arrive at the 
door. 

Gene Kleinhans, Jr. eLM 

STEUBENVILLE YOUTH 
CONFERENCE 
Attention all high school youth, the 
Steubenville Youth Conference to be 
held this summer. 

Date: July 19 - 21 
Features: The best Catholic speak-

ers, powerful praise and worship, 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Celebrate 
of the Holy Mass, small groups,Adora-
tion and more! All with 2,500 other 
faithful teens! 

Contact: For more information con-
tact Dayna Leader Family Life Associate 
at dleader@rcdony.org 315-323-0827 
and visit Family Life Office at www.rc-
dony.org 

https://www.rcdony.org/family-life-
marriage/marriage/steubenville-
youth-conference/registration.html 

MARRIAGE BUILDING 
WORKSHOP 
Norfolk - Marriage building workshop 
to be held. 

Date: July 27 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Features: All those interested in 

building/maintaining strong Catholic 
marriages. The theme will be: Loving 
Authentically: Creating Thriving Rela-
tionship in Trying Times. The speaker 
will be Dr. Maura Fehlner. 

Contact: For more informationlreg-
istration contact Stephen Tartaglia, 
Family Life Director at (315) 393-2920, 

Letters to the Editor 

We welcome letters from read
ers of the North Country Catholic. 

• Due to space limitations, we 
ask that the number of words be 

limited to 300. 
• We cannot accept letters 

which support ideas which are 
contrary to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church. 

• Send letters to North Country 
Catholic, PO Box 326, Ogdensburg, 
NY, 13669 or e-mail to 
news@northcountrycatholic.org 

• Join the conversation! 

ext. 1420 or visit rcdony.org/relation-
ships. 

ALTAR SERVER GATHERING 
Ogdensburg - Altar Serving Gathering 
to be held. 

Date: Aug. 16 
Schedule: 10 a.m. Registration and 

Cathedral Tours; 11 a.m. Presentations; 
12 p.m. Mass with Bishop LaValley at 
Cathedral; 1 p.m. Picnic and tour of 
Bishop's House. 

Contact: Register by contacting 
Shayne Lippincott at slippincott@rc-
dony.org or by calling 315-782-3620 
by Aug. 9 

FAMILY GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake - Registration is open for 
Family Guggenheim 2019. 

Date: Session 1: Aug.15-18; Session 
2: Aug. 22 - 25; Session 3: Oct.11-13 

Features: Come pray and play with 
other faithful families, enjoy the beau-
tiful mountains and lake, beach time, 
engaging workshops, and liturgies. 
Families of all sizes and ages are wel-
come! 

Contact: For information contact 
Deacon Henry and Dayna Leader, Fam-
ily Guggenheim Directors dleader@rc-
dony.org 315-323-0827 visit 
https://www.rcdony.org/family-
life/family-guggenheim.html 
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ATTHE MOVIES 

SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME 
NEW YORK (CNS) 

Snappy and substantial, 
"Spider-Man: Far From 
Home" (Columbia), direc
tor Jon Watts' follow-up to 
his 2017 feature "Spider
Man: Homecoming," is an 
adventure full of blood
less derring-do and gentle, 
innocent romance. As a re
sult, many parents may 
consider it acceptable for 
older teens. 

eNS PHOTO/SONY 

True to its title, the film 
finds the eponymous su
perhero (Tom Holland) 
traveling across Europe on 
a summer trip organized 
for the students of his 
alter ego Peter Parker's 
high school. He wants to 
spend the journey, which 
includes stops in Venice 
and Prague, courting MJ 
(Zendaya), the vaguely 
goth classmate with 
whom he's smitten, and 
hanging out with his best 
pal, Ned Oacob Batalon). 

Numan Acar, Tom Holland and Jake Gyllenhaal star in a scene from the movie "Spider-Man: Far From Home." 

But hard-driving crime 
fighter Nick Fury (Samuel 
L. Jackson) forcefully re
cruits him to join the bat
tle against the sole 
survivor of a quartet of 
monsters known as Ele
mentals. So, at Nick's be
hest, Peter teams with 
Quentin Beck, aka Myste
rio Oake Gyllenhaal), an 

alien whose world - a ver
sion of Earth that existed 
in a different part of the 
multiverse - was de
stroyed by the creatures. 

He's eventually so im
pressed with this new 
comrade that he gives him 
the vastly powerful tech
nological system, dubbed 
EDITH, that he inherited 
from his late mentor, Tony 
Stark, alias Iron Man 
(Robert Downey Jr., seen 

only in images). Peter 
soon discovers, however, 
that his trust may have 
been misplaced. 

Screenwriters Chris 
McKenna and Erik Som
mers continue to explore 
the franchise's recurring 
theme about the responsi
bilities that come with 
power. In this case, Peter's 
regifting of EDITH, a sort 
of weaponized Alexa or 
Siri, is symptomatic of his 

doubts about his ability to 
step into Tony's shoes. 

(The fact that Peter is 
mourning Tony connects 
the movie not only to its 
predecessor but to 
"Avengers: Endgame" from 
earlier this year in which 
Iron Man's self-sacrificing 
death was portrayed.) 

The script touches com
ically on some subjects 
unfit for little kids. Thus a 
character is quoted as the-

Also showing: Toy Story 4 
Delightful addition to 

the animated franchise in 
which the cowboy leader 
(voice of Tom Hanks) of 
the familiar gang of toys 
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who come to life when hu
mans aren't looking be
comes the mentor of a 
home-made doll (voice of 
Tony Hale) his kid owner 
(voice of Madeleine Mc
Graw) fashioned primarily 
out of a plastic spork. 

As he and the group - in
cluding the astronaut 
(voice of Tim Allen) with 
whom he once carried on 
a rivalry - are brought 
along on a family vaca
tion, the cattleman also 

finds traces of a long-lost 
buddy, a shepherdess fig
urine (voice of Annie 
Potts) from whom he has 
been separated for nearly 
a decade. 

Director Josh Cooley 
and screenwriters Andrew 
Stanton and Stephany Fol
som deftly juggle humor, 
sentiment and even clever 
gothic material by way of 
the creepy ventriloquist 
dummies who populate 
an antiques store. 

orizing that Peter's long, 
mysterious absences 
while he's off being Spi
der-Man are due to his se
cret career as a male 
escort. 

Similarly, Tony's side
kick, Happy Oon Favreau) 
- who has begun a ro-
mance with Peter's 
guardian, Aunt May 
(Marisa Tomei) - refer
ences the fact that he once 
came across some sala
cious material in Peter's 
possession but concealed 
this discovery from May. 
These brief jokes are in
tended Iight-heartedly, 
but they're clearly not fare 
for small fry - who might 
also be frightened by the 
scale and intensity of the 
action. 

The film contains fre
quent stylized combat, 
mature references, includ
ing to pornography and 
prostitution, at least one 
mild oath, as well as a 
couple of crude and a few 
crass terms. The Catholic 
News Service classifica
tion is A-III - adults. The 
Motion Picture Associa
tion of America rating is 
PG-13 - parents strongly 
cautioned. Some material 
may be inappropriate for 
children under 13. 

They also introduce a 
memorable new character, 
a 1970s Canadian stunt
man toy (voice of Keanu 
Reeves). 

Characters in peril, 
some potentially frighten
ing scenes. 

The Catholic News Serv
ice classification is A-I -
general patronage. The 
Motion Picture Associa
tion of America rating is G 
- general audiences. All 
Ages admitted. 
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AT A GLANCE 
Supreme Court to take up DACA case, not abortion law 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -In its next term, the Supreme Court will examine if the 
Trump administration illegally tried to end a program that protects young 
adults brought to the U.S.as minors without documentation. The court an
nounced in a June 28 order that it will consolidate three cases on the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA, in its term that begins in Octo
ber. President Donald Trump has been wanting the high court to overturn ap
pellate court rulings that have kept in place the DACA program initiated by 
President Barack Obama in 2012, which has protected nearly 700,000 people 
brought to this country as children, commonly known as "Dreamers." Without 
action from the high court, the lower court rulings have been kept it in place, 
blocking the president's effort to end DACA, which he ordered in 2017 when 
then-Attorney General Jeff Sessions called DACA "an unconstitutional exercise 
of authority." Although qualifying DACA recipients do not get legal status, they 
receive a work permit and get a reprieve from deportation and other tempo
rary relief. 

Canadian bishops pay close attention to married priest talks 
TORONTO (CNS) - When bishops convene in Rome this fall to begin discus
sions about ordaining married men to serve as priests in remote, indigenous 
communities in the Amazon, bishops in northern Canada will be listening 
closely. The Vatican put a discussion about married priests on the agenda for 
the Oct. 6-27 Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon region. The working docu
ment for the Rome meeting calls for "ministry with an Amazonian face" and 
greater access to the Eucharist in remote communities that rarely see a priest. 
Like the Amazon, Canada's North faces a severe shortage of priests and a com
plete absence of indigenous priests. "The people really do appreciate the sacra
ments. At this point, they just can't do that without a priest," said Bishop Jon 
Hansen of Mackenzie-Fort Smith. Bishop Hansen's diocese covers 579,000 
square miles, with 30,000 Catholics in six parishes, 27 churches and no incardi
nated priests. Priests currently serving in Canada's North are on loan for peri
ods of anywhere from six months to two years. 

Vatican tells clergy in China to follow their conscience 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - The Vatican has told bishops and priests in China that 
they must follow their own consciences in deciding whether to register with 
the government, and it urged Catholics in the country not to judge them for 
the choices they make. The problem, the Vatican said, is that registration almost 
always requires the bishop or priest to accept "the principle of independence, 
autonomy and self-administration of the church in China," which could be read 
as a denial of one's bonds with the pope and the universal church. Releasing 
the "pastoral guidelines of the Holy See concerning the civil registration of 
clergy in China" June 28, the Vatican acknowledged that acceptance of the in
dependence of the church in China comes despite "the commitment assumed 
by the Chinese authorities," in an agreement with the Vatican in September, to 
respect Catholic doctrine. Deciding whether to register with the government, 
which is the only way to be able to minister openly, is a choice that is "far from 
simple," the guidelines said. "All those involved - the Holy See, bishops, priests, 
religious men and women and the lay faithful- are called to discern the will of 
God with patience and humility on this part of the journey of the church in 
China, marked, as it is, by much hope but also by enduring difficulties." 

Hearing examines Christian 
persecution around the world 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - Speakers 
at a june 27 hearing on 
persecution against Chris
tians by governments 
worldwide lamented the 
lack of action by many na
tions, but noted the im
provements made by a 
couple of them. 

"Christians remain the 
most persecuted religious 
group in the world - in the 
world! - and thus deserve 
this special hearing focus
ing on them," said Rep. 
Christopher Smith, R-New 
jersey, co-chair of the 
Tom Lantos Human Rights 
Commission, who con
ducted the hearing. 

Smith's assessment was 
confirmed by Sam Brown
back, U.S. ambassador-at
large for religious 
freedom. "Christians face 
the most widespread ha
rassment. Of any religious 
group. They're targeted in 
144 countries globally," 
Brownback said. 

The hearing came less 
than a week after the re
lease of the State Depart
ment's annual report on 
religious freedom across 
the globe. A forum known 
as a "ministerial" on reli
gious freedom will be 
held in july, with 115 na
tions on the invitation list, 
according to Brownback. 

"In Iran, many languish 
in jail just for exercising 
their fundamental free
dom to worship, to prac
tice and teach their faith," 
Brownback said. "In 
Nicaragua, religious lead
ers report constant sur
veillance, intimidation 
and threats" and "beatings 
in broad daylight" by gov
ernment forces. 

China came in for a 
lion's share of the hearing, 
as it has an estimated 100 
million Christians in the 
country, according to 
Thomas Farr, president of 
the Religious Freedom In-

stitute, a nongovernmen
tal organization which 
working to achieve world
wide acceptance of reli
gious freedom. 

"China is trying to cut 
off the growth of Christi
anity and other religions 
by cutting off the pipeline 
- stopping the religious 
education of children," 
through a law that de
clares that no one under 
age 18 may receive reli
gious education of any 
kind from anyone, Farr 
said. Teachers also must 
"profess that their teach
ings are compatible with 
the philosophy of the Chi
nese government and 
support the Chinese Com
munist Party." 

Farr later criticized the 
Vatican for its accord with 
the Chinese government. 
"On the Vatican, excuse 
me for chuckling, but to 
put it as nicely as I can, I 
am befuddled by how the 
Vatican concluded this ac
cord," he said. "I feared 
that this was a return to 
the foreign policy of the 
Vatican before Pope john 
Paul (II) came in, which 
was called a policy of re
alpolitik, but it was a pol
icy for enemy 
indemnification, a failure 
to understand the evils of 
communism." 

He added, ''To just sign 
an accord that allows Bei
jing to participate in the 
choosing of Catholic bish
ops - Catholics have to 
have bishops - is a very 
bad idea on its face .... I 
have no inside informa
tion, but I'm hoping the 
Vatican is assessing not 
only this accord but also 
what was supposed to be 
the next step but the next 
step - recognizing Beijing 
as the capital of China." 

Moments later, Farr, for
merly the director of the 
Religious Freedom Project 

at Georgetown Univer
sity's Berkley Center for 
Religion, Peace & World 
Affairs in Washington, 
walked back those re
marks. 

''The Holy Father (Pope 
Francis) has been heroic 
in calling out religious 
persecution about all peo
ple. My comments were 
about the foreign ministry 
of the Vatican" and "their 
capacity to move in a di
rection they want to move 
in rather than a direction 
the country (on the other 
side of the negotiations) 
needs to move in," he 
said. "The diplomats 
around the Holy Father 
who have led the Vatican 
in the wrong direction. 
They are very talented 
men, and very dedicated 
priests. They just got this 
one wrong." 

The Vatican describes 
the "accord" as a provi
sional agreement, which 
church and Chinese offi
cials signed last Septem
ber. The Vatican did not 
release the text of the 
agreement nor provide 
details about what it en
tailed. News reports said 
the agreement would out
line precise procedures 
for ensuring Catholic 
bishops are elected by the 
Catholic community in 
China and approved by 
the pope before their ordi
nations and installations. 

During the commission 
hearing, Sri Lanka also re
ceived focus. A series of 
coordinated bombings on 
Easter this year killed 259 
people. Catholics are 
"being told not to go to 
Mass for their own protec
tion. Some of their 
churches are guarded by 
members of the military," 
Brownback said, adding 
they are "understandably 
nervous about the govern
ment's intentions." 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

God's recipe for peace and prosperity 
This weekend's cele

brations of our 
ing fire as it is a beacon 

of hope. At the 
same time, the 
number of dis
placed peoples in 
the world has 
reached 20 mil
lion. How much 
of our freedom 
are we willing to 
share? 

beginnings as a 
nation stir our 
hearts to re
newed loyalty to 
our beloved 
country. Yet this 
nation is now in 
the throes of a 
huge debate 
about policies 
concerning immi- Monsignor 
grants. Our bor- Paul E. 

The Scripture 
readings for this 

Sunday offer food 
for reflection, and 
God's recipe for 

ders once offered Whitmore 
hope and hospi-
tality to the stranger. No 
more! The torch of Lady 
Liberty in New York har
bor is as much a warn-

peace. Beginning with 
Isaiah, we hear that the 
Lord offers a future of 
peace and prosperity to 

July7 
14th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Isaiah 66:10-14c 
Galatians 6:14-18 

Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

Israel following the 
Babylonian captivity. "As 
a mother comforts her 
child, so will I comfort 
you; in jerusalem you 
shall find your comfort." 

In the Gospel, jesus 
and His apostles and 
disciples are on the way 
to jerusalem to fulfill 
this ancient prophecy, In 

every village and ham
let, they preach the 
Good News, heal the sick 
and drive out demons. 
jesus has instructed 
them to travel very light, 
relying on the common 
people to feed and pro
tect them. They are not 
to take staff or traveling 
bag. Unfortunately, 
jerusalem rejects the 
message, puts the Son of 
God to death, and seals 
its own fate, not the 
peace of jerusalem, but 
its eventual destruction 
in the year 70! No won
der that, when jesus ar
rives, He ~ over the 

city's rejection, again 
using the image of God 
as tender-hearted 
mother. 

Our late Holy Father, 
john Paul II, reminded 
us that peace begins in 
the human heart. Peace 
will only come from 
those whose hearts are 
filled with God's love, 
and obedience to His 
plan for the world. At 
the same time, Paul re
minds us in the second 
reading, that the disciple 
must be prepared for re
jection, bearing the 
marks of the Cross in 
his or her own body. 

State-sanctioned killing is not about love 
The following is an edi

torial titled: "State-sanc
tioned killing is not about 
love" from the june 22 
issue of The Australian, a 
daily newspaper based in 
Sydney. It was written by 
Sydney Bishop Anthony 
C. Fisher and shared by 
Catholic News Services. 

Before you say: "He 
would say that, he's a 
bishop," please hear me 
out. When it comes to 
calls for euthanasia, I get 
it, I really do. A few years 
ago, I was close to death. 
I had a severe case of 
Guillain-Barre syndrome 
and was totally paralyzed 
from the neck down. 

I was in terrible pain. I 
was powerless to feed 
myself, wash myself, toi
let myself. I was a burden 
on others and didn't want 
to be. I spent five months 
in hospital alongside oth
ers with conditions such 
as multiple sclerosis and 
motor neuron disease 
who were not going to re
cover as I might. Some 
were herOiC, some demor
alized. So, I came to un
derstand why some 

people want early death 
for themselves or others. 
I know the humiliations 
and the temptations of 
serious illness. I hear the 
cry: ''They shoot horses, 
don't they?" 

Still, I don't think the 
lethal jab is the way to 
go. 

When it comes to pain 
or punishment, we can 
do better for human be
ings than killing them. 
Despite public approval 
of capital punishment 
and euthanasia (in certain 
circumstances), Aus
tralian governments have 
long resisted state-sanc
tioned killing - until this 
past week, at least, when 
Victoria crossed that Ru
bicon. 

Why the resistance? As 
the father of modern 
human rights thinking, 
john Locke, pointed out, 
you can't protect the vul
nerable from lethal vio
lence if you allow them to 
opt out of protection 
from this; if human dig
nity or the right to life is 
inalienable, then no one 
can lose it, no one can 
take it away and no one 

can volunteer it away. 
If we do allow that 

some people can be ex
cluded from the law's 
protection of life, the im
plications are enormous. 

If we've reached the 
pOint, as a society, that 
we are willing to say 
some people are better 
off dead, or that we will 
be better off if they are 
dead and state-sponsored 
killing is OK, we have 
reached a chilling mo
ment in our history. 

We already have too 
much violence in our 
community, some of it 
lethal: violent crime, do
mestic violence, child 
abuse, abuse of people 
with disabilities, elder 
abuse in nursing homes 
and beyond, coward 
punches outside bars, 
suicide and other self
harm. We should do noth
ing that normalizes 
killing or neglect, 
whether of the young or 
elderly, the able or dis
abled, the depressed or 
lonely, the living or the 
dying. 

Surely it is not beyond 
the wit of human beings 

to find a better way to 
deal with suffering. 

If we were serious 
about this, we'd at least 
ensure there was the op
tion of pain management 
and other palliative care 
for everyone who might 
benefit. But the experts 
tell us we're still a long 
way from having such 
care available to every 
Australian. 

But what about ineradi
cable suffering, humilia
tion, the sense of being a 
burden to others and to 
self? That's the crunch 
point. That's what I had 
to face when totally para
lyzed and uncertain 
whether I would die or 
survive but be unable to 
communicate or be seri
ously handicapped in 
some other way long 
term. 

It was a frightening and 
lonely time, even with 
the best of medical care 
and human support, even 
for someone with faith in 
God's loving providence. 

Those who advocate 
euthanasia say it's about 
mercy and autonomy. No 
doubt those are real mo-

tives. 
But every place that has 

gone down the euthana
sia path has left the frail, 
elderly, sick and disabled 
with fewer options, not 
more; with less care, not 
more. It also has encour
aged other classes of 
non-terminal sufferers to 
consider a state-sanc
tioned death. 

Despite the culture of 
the quick fix, despite de
mands for governments 
or health professionals to 
make everything nice, 
some suffering is unfix
able. 

Then our resilience, our 
character and our hope 
are really tested. Then 
our community's resolve 
to stand with us, to in
vest itself in us, not only 
financially and pharma
ceutically but also emo
tionally and spiritually, is 
tested. Then the hard lov
ing starts. I have known 
such hard loving when I 
was close to death. I ask 
that others receive it also. 

No matter how you 
package it, state-spon
sored killing is not lov
ing. 
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St. Peter Apostle 
Appeal 2019 

Every July brings the St. Peter Apostle appeal to your 
doorstep. This is a National Appeal that targets the need for 
financial assistance with vocations to the priesthood. Al
though vocations to the priesthood in the Missions are in
creasing dramatically, there is still an insufficient number 
of priests to cope with the decrease in missionaries in some 
places and the increase in population in other areas. 

The Society of St. Peter Apostle, an affiliate of the Propa
gation of the Faith, provides support for mission vocations. 
The financial support provides aid to men who hear the call 
to follow Jesus as a priest but who would, without your help 
through the St. Peter Apostle, not be able to enter a semi
nary because of material poverty. Likewise help is given to 
those who want to be Religious Brothers and Sisters. Typical 
help for a seminarian's education is $700 a year. Each Sister 
and Brother needs $300 for Spiritual Formation. The Pon
tifical Society of St. Peter Apostle also supports the forma
tion of more than 9,000 religious Sisters and Brothers who 
serve the poorest and most vulnerable of our mission fam
ilies - especially children in schools and orphanages, and 
the elderly and sick in Church-run hospitals. Your donation 
instills hope in so many ways! A bishop serving in a mission 
country tells us that no missionary is more important than 
the Sisters, who are priceless because they bond with the 
people, in particular the women, and greatly influence the 
faith lives of the poor. Would you in your kindness please 
contribute to this essential work of our Church? 

The United State Conference of Catholic Bishops presents 
many prayers on their website. I would like to share with 
you their prayer for mission vocations: 

He said to them "Come and See. " 
They came and saw where he was staying Uohn 1 :39). 
God of all nations, we are most grateful for the first 

Catholic missionaries and explorers who came here. 
As strangers in a strange land, they brought with them 

countless skills, talents and traditions, but their greatest 
treasure was their faith. 

May the good News of jesus Christ, which molded and 
shaped their lives, continue to mold and shape our lives 
today. 

Bless our diocese with men and women who will follow 
in their footsteps to serve the Church as religious brothers, 
sisters, priests, and deacons. 

Lord jesus Christ, help to hear your call to "Come and 
See." 

Thank you for your help growing vocations in the mission 
lands. While you won't know those you support, you have 
their prayers. Know you do make a difference . You make a 
difference in the worldwide mission of Jesus. 

God bless. 

N ORTH C OUNTRY CATHOLI C II NEWS 
OBITUARIES 
Champlain - Denise (Larsen) Marie 
Gooley. 70; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 22,2019 at 51. Mary's Church; bur
ial in 51. Mary's Cemetery 

Chasm Falls - Jason A.Cogan,41; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 26,2019 
at 51. Helen's Church; burial in Notre 
Dame Cemetery, Malone. 

Croghan - Todd Kloster, 52; Mass of 
Christian Burial June 26,2019 at 51. 
Stephen's Church; burial in 51. Vincent 
de Paul Cemetery, Belfort. 

Dannemora - Gary J. Donivan, 80; 
Mass of Christian June 19,2019 at 51. 
Joseph's Church. 

Gouverneur - Christopher Blaise 
Fuller, 21 ; Mass of Christian Burial June 
26,2019 at StJames Church; burial in 
Hailesboro Cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Beatrice A. Cole, 88; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 18,2019 
at 51. Regis Church; burial in StJoseph's 
Cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Barney J. Rourke, 94; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 19,2019 
at 51. RegiS Church; burial in Rourke 
Family Cemetery. 

Keeseville - Nancy Lee (LaBounty) 
Boisseau, 89; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 18,2019 at Stjohn the Baptist 
Church; burial in Evergreen Cemetery. 

Keeseville - Carolyn A. (Graves) 
Finnegan, 87; Mass of Christian Burial 
July 1,2019 at Immaculate Conception 
Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Lisbon - Stephen F. Bonno, 62; Mass of 
Christian Burial June 26,2019 at Ss. 
Philip and James Church. 

Lowville - Anna (Honey) Moshier, 74; 
Funeral Services June 28, 2019 at the 
Iseneker Funeral Home, Inc.; burial in 
Sands Cemetery, Greg. 

Malone - Donald William McNulty; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 22,2019 
at Notre Dame Church 

Malone - Todd A. Reynolds, 48; Mass 
of Christian Burial June 21,2019 at 
Notre Dame Church. 

Massena - Elizabeth (Sharlow) 
Bouchard, 95; Mass of Christian Burial 

June 27,2019 at 51. Mary's Church; bur
ial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Massena - Francis C. Browning 111,55; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 29,2019 
at Sacred Heart Church. 

Massena - Gerald l.Layo, 79; Mass of 
Christian Burial June 22, 2019 at Sacred 
Heart Church; burial in Calvary Ceme
tery. 

Mooers Forks - Jerry R. Ashline, 85; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 27,2019 
at 51. Ann's Church; burial in 51. Ann's 
Cemetery. 

Norfolk - Duane E.Jenne, 79; Mass of 
Christian Burial July 1,2019 at Church 
of the Visitation; burial in Riverside 
Cemetery, Hannawa Falls. 

Ogdensburg - Bernard S. Boyer, 92; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 27,2019 
at Notre Dame Church; burial in Notre 
Dame Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Ramon Gonzales, 73; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 18,2019 
at 51. Mary's Cathedral; burial in Hill
crest Cemetery, Heuvelton. 

Ogdensburg - Phillip l.Jennings, Sr., 
91 ; Mass of Christian Burial June 21 , 
2019 at 51. Mary's Cathedral. 

Peru - Steward G."Jessie" James, 81; 
Funeral Services June 26,2019 at the 
Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in 51. 
Alexander's Cemetery, Morrisonville. 

Peru - Beverly A. (Siddon) Lathrem, 
81; Mass of Christian Burial June 28, 
2019 at 51. Augustine's Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Frances Theresa Behan, 
80; Mass of Christian Burial July 1,2019 
at St.John's Church; burial in Mt. 
Carmel Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Michael H. Berry, 76; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 22,2019 
at 51. Peter's Church; burial in 51. Peter's 
Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Robert F.Burgess,Jr., 
92; Mass of Christian Burial June 19, 
2019 at Our Lady of Victory Church; 
burial in 51. Mary's of the Lake Ceme
tery, Cumberland Head. 

Plattsburgh - John F. Mahoney, 90; 

Funeral Services June 12,2019 at the R. 
W. Walker Funeral Home; burial in Holy 
Angels Cemetery, Altona. 

Plattsburgh - Jane P. (LaPorte) 
Newell, 89; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 24,2019 at 51. Peter's Church; bur
ial in parish cemetery. 

Port Henry - Joan (Thompson) Petro, 
88; Mass of Christian Burial June 28, 
2019 at 51. Patrick's Church; burial in CC 
of Moriah Cemetery. 

Port Henry - Gerald W. Wojewodzic, 
63; Mass of Christian Burial July 1,2019 
at 51. Patrick's Church. 

Potsdam - Anna (Simmons) Man
ning, 70; Mass of Christian Burial June 
26,2019 at 51. Mary's Church; burial in 
Chapel Hill Cemetery, Parishville. 

Potsdam - Ronald l. McCasland, 88; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 19,2019 
at 51. Mary's Church; burial in 51. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Redford - Florence Waldron, 94; Mass 
of Christian Burial June 28, 2019 at As
sumption of Mary; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Rouses Point - Ward James Boire, 73; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 29,2019 
at 51. Patrick's Church; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Saranac Lake - Raymond Michael 
Scollin, 81 ; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 22,2019 at 51. Bernard's Church; 
burial in 51. Bernard's Cemetery. 

Saranac Lake - Doris R. Seymour, 96; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 26,2019 
at 51. Bernard's Church; burial in 51. 
Bernard 's Cemetery. 

Star Lake - Robert E. Bebee, 72; Fu
neral Services July 1,2019 atthe 
French Funeral Home; burial in Wood
land Cemetery, Fine. 

Ticonderoga - Jean A. Hopkins, 93; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 22,2019 
at 51. Mary's Church; burial in 51. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Ticonderoga - Shirley Ann (Johnson) 
Walraven, 86; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 21,2019 at 51. Mary's Church; bur
ial in 51. Mary's Cemetery. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 
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FACES OF 
FAITH 

St. Peter's in Plattsburgh recently celebrated First Communion. The youth were joined by Deacon Brent Charland 
from Malone, whose granddaughter was a recipient, Msgr. Dennis Duprey and Father Eduardo Pesigan. 

Obituaries 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 

Watertown - Myron F. DeFranco, Sr., 
86; Mass of Christian Burial June 28, 
2019 at Holy Family Church; burial in 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Catherine (Gracey) 
Grant; Mass of Christian Burial June 28, 
2019 at Holy Family Church; burial in 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

D.L. CALARCO 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

135 Keyes Avenue 
Watertown ' 782-4910 

The Sisters ofSt.Joseph Depart
mental Awards are made in honor 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph who 
founded what is now Immaculate 
Heart Central in 1881. They have 
been an integral part of the IHC fac
ulty from then until now. These 
prestigious awards are presented to 
the outstanding graduating stu
dent in each department. This 
year's recipients are (back row, from 
left) Megan Welch, Marialena 
Mouaikel, Caroline McPherson, (bot
tom row) McKayla Weber, Theresa 
Van Wormer and Dominic Duah. 

Watertown - John A. Hermann, 87; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 28,2019 
at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Church. 

Watertown - Johanna R. (Cavallario) 
Sboro, 91; Mass of Christian Burial June 
24,2019 at St. Anthony's Church; burial 
in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Mary Alice (Stumpf) 
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During the last day of art class playing with sidewalk chalk, two of Mrs. 
Linda Chamberlain's Immaculate Heart Central second-grade students, sad
dened by the paint on St. Therese's face, decided on their own to pray for 
forgiveness to whoever was responsible. They made the sign of the cross 
and said a Hail Mary and an Our Father. 

St. Augustine's Knights of Columbus Grand Knight Keith Kemp, left, presents 
Council 7273's Family of the Year Award to Judy and Bob Akey. Bob, Judy, 
their daughters Dorina and Sarah and their families are participants in a 
multitude of parish and/or council activities. The Family of the Year plaque 
quotes 2 Corinthians 9:7:"God loves a cheerful giver."The Akeys are joyful 
givers. 

Towsley, 97; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 28,2019 at St. Patrick's Church; 
burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Patricia A. Gregor 
Wilder, 93; Funeral Services June 26, 
2019 at the D. L. Calarco Funeral Home; 
burial in Brookside Cemetery. 

West Chazy - Clara Z. (Stjohn) 
Ducharme, 83; Mass of Christian Burial 

June 27,2019 at StJoseph's Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

Westville - Wanda J. (Pecore) 
Saumier, 75; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 29,2019 at Our Lady of Fatima 
Church; burial in Notre Dame Ceme
tery. 


